














. Case 1:17-cv-00255-TSC Document 35-2 Filed 03/15/17 Page 93 of 219

IRANIAN AMERICANS

IMMIGRATION AND ASSIMILATION

Iranian Americans.*® Thus, while United States—Iran relations impact the perceptions that Americans as a
whole have of this community, they do not completely define American perceptions.

There is no question, however, that escalating hostilities between the United States and Iran have
adversely affected both first- and second-generation Iranian Americans. For the former, the deterioration
of relations between the two governments has been a significant factor in their assimilation process. The
initial backlash against Iranian Americans began following the Iranian Revolution of 1979. Until then, the
United States and Iran had enjoyed strong and collaborative relations. The revolution, however, began a
period of accelerated decline in United States-Iran relations. With the 1979 hostage crisis, in which 52
Americans were seized and held for 444 days, the United States and Iranian governments changed from
being allies to becoming de facto adversaries. Students and families who had studied, worked, and lived
freely and comfortably in the United States were suddenly faced with acts of discrimination and
overzealous investigation by the United States go o nent. Students were required to register with the
INSS, have a valid visa, and provide proof of being enrolled in school full-time. Those who did not have
legal status were scheduled for deportation.’” Though a number of Iranian students sued the United States
government to have the decree revoked, claiming they were being unfairly targeted, 20 students were
deported and 823 voluntarily agreed to leave the United States during that time.**This change in the
treatment of Iranian Americans was one of the first significant challenges that the community
encountered, effectively interrupting an otherwise steady and seamless path to assimilation.

During this period, Iranian Americans were also the recipients of a backlash of prejudice,
discrimination, and sometimes violence from individuals displacing their anger at the actions of the
Iranian government. Verbal and physical attacks on Iranian American students on college campuses,
boycotts of Iranian businesses, and even incidents of arson occurred.*® A number of colleges and
universities, particularly in the South, instituted discriminatory policies against Iranian students.** For
example, the Mississippi legislature passed a bill which doubled the tuition rate of all Iranians attending
public universities in the state.*’ Iranians were also often portrayed negatively in the media. As a result,
according to former Iranian Prime Minister Shahpour Bakhtiar, “the process of assimilation was
increasingly more difficult during those times. Iranians were often lumped together by the press and
public.”* These experiences prompted many Iranian Americans to distance themselves from their
heritage. Many began referring to their origin as “Persian” rather than “Iranian.” Others changed their last
names, Americanizing them to conceal their heritage. Many banded together in mutual support and began
avoiding the general American public to decrease possible incidents of abuse and discrimination.
According to Bakhtiar, “many Iranians shopped at night and otherwise avoided people to reduce the threat
of physical attack.”

United States-Iran relations, as well as reports of Iranian involvement in various international
incidents, also influenced the identity of second-generation Iranian Americans. In 2009, Golnaz Komaie
published a doctoral dissertation, entitled “The Persian Veil,” in which she conducted 51 interviews of
generation 1.5 (those who came to the United States under the age of 13) and the second generation (those
born in the United States to at least one immigrant parent) of Iranian Americans in southern California.
She found a correlation between the troubled relations of the two nations and self-identification by Iranian

38 “pyblic Opinion Survey of American Perception of Iranian Americans.” Commissioned by the Public Affairs Alliance of Iranian Americans
(PAAIA) and conducted by Zogby International. December 2008. Available online at http://www.paaia.org/CMS/Data/Sites/1/PDFs/finalreport-
surveyofamericanperceptions.pdf. Citation on page 2.
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Americans. Her findings indicated that the second generation was more likely to self-identify as
“Persian” and to downplay their ties to Iran after the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks in New York
City, even though none of the perpetrators of the attacks were of Iranian origin.

There has, however, been a definite change in how Iranian Americans have self-identified over
the past decade. During this time, the percentage of Iranian Americans born in the United States has
increased steadily. In 1990, only 20 percent of Iranian Americans were native born; by 2000, however,
the percentage had increased to 32 percent, and 35 percent by 2010. In a survey conducted nationally,
approximately half of the 1.5 and second generations identified themselves as Iranian American, one-third
as Iranian, and 10 percent as American. As expected, in areas where there was a higher concentration of
Iranian Americans, such as California, the proportion of those identifying themselves as Iranian was
higher.

In another survey, conducted in New Jersey in 2005, Iranian Americans were asked: “How do
you think of yourself?” A large majority (70 percent) said that they were Iranian American, while 10
percent and 20 percent, respectively, said they considered themselves American and either Iranian or
Persian.* This was a significant change from a similar survey conducted in 1988, when only 30 percent
of those surveyed identified themselves as Iranian American. In the 2005 survey, most respondents said
that their attitudes toward their Iranian ancestry bi |, 0 change around the age of 13, primarily because
of their association with other Iranian children as mends or going to Persian classes. Studies have
suggested that college has also been an important time for many Iranian Americans as they rediscover
their heritage.

Generally speaking, Iranian Americans’ self-identity is symbolic in nature and related to cultural
observances, customs, and recreational activities. The first generation is more reluctant to assimilate
completely because of their deep attachments to, and preoccupation with, events in the homeland. The
second generation sees themselves more American, and lack the attachment to the Iranian homeland that
their parents hold. They are more likely to be politically and socially engaged with their American side,*
and although they are interested in visiting Iran, they would not consider living there.* Iranians are now
at a point in their immigrant journey where they selectively choose elements of their Iramian and
American identities, developing a unique “diasporic” identity that is quite different from native Iranians.*
Moreover, Iranians stay connected to one another despite their differences through strong memories and
attachments to their homeland*’.

Iranians pick and choose elements of their home culture to forge a chosen identity abroad that is
not necessarily directly related to their homeland as constituted today. This diasporic identity arose as a
result of the large, heterogeneous group of Iranians who forcibly left Iran en masse after the Iranian
Revolution of 1979. The Iranian diasporic community may view its national, American identity as being
related to political and civic, and national responsibilities, while at the same time incorporating elements
of Iraniagl cultural and ethnic practices, and a strong sense of family ties, especially within the private
domain.

CULTURAL OBSERVANCES

Related to self-identification, and arguably an important component of it, are cultural
observances. Iranian Americans have retained a wide variety of traditional Iranian celebrations and
customs as part of their “Iranianness.” In a survey published in the article “Iranian American Identity”
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(Iran Times), Iranian Americans were asked: “What qualities are important in the Iranian part of your
identity?” Most cited their family, language, Nowruz (Persian New Year), Persian food, hospitality,
politeness, courtesy, and respect for elders. The latter four are staples of Iranian values.

Prior to the large-scale immigration triggered by the Iranian Revolution of 1979, Iranian
Americans had few cultural institutions. However, over the past thirty years, this has changed
dramatically. Today, there are over a hundred Iranian American cultural, regional, religious, and
professional organizations and foundations throughout the United States.* These include cultural centers
for art and performance, Persian schools, chapters of national organizations, and organizations dedicated
to academic and other pursuits. These organizations offer a wide variety of activities and programs,
ranging from traditional festivals, Iranian musical performances, and Persian language lessons, to making
and promoting traditional Iranian food.

Cultural centers were the earliest community-based organizations for Iranian Americans. It
would not be an exaggeration to assume that there is at least one, if not more than one, Iranian American
cultural organization in every state in the United States — including those with smaller concentrations of
Iranian Americans. They exist in almost every maj 11 ierican city and include both local organizations
and chapters of national organizations. The primary aim of these groups is to perform and promote
activities through which Iranian Americans can remain connected to their heritage but also educate those
not of Iranian descent about Iranian culture.

Since ancient times, Iranians have celebrated three national festivals: Nowruz, Mehregan, and
Sadeh. The largest, and perhaps most important, is Nowruz, the Persian New Year. Nowruz, which is
more than 2,000 years old and is celebrated by more than 300 million people around the world falls on the
first day of the spring equinox (usually March 21%), and the celebration traditionally lasts more than 13
days. The celebration includes the arrangement of the sofreh hafisin, a table decorated with flowers and
seven items that begin with the letter “s” in Persian, symbolizing different wishes for the New Year, such
as health and patience. Nowruz is accompanied by the holiday Charshanbeh Souri, celebrated before the
New Year, during which individuals jump over a bonfire to rid themselves of the past year’s sickness and
problems. Sizdahbedar is celebrated 13 days after the New Year by spending the day at a picnic outdoors
with one’s family. It is considered good luck and a blessing to leave the house with one’s family on that
day.

Beginning in the 1980s, Nowruz has been increasingly celebrated in public settings such as
museums and city halls with many non-Iranians, including prominent public figures, in attendance. In
recent years, Nowruz celebrations have been held, among other places, at the Smithsonian Institution, the
residence of New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg, on Capitol Hill, and at the White House. In
2009, President Obama released a message to the people of Iran, declaring Iranians a “great civilization”
and stating: “Here in the United States, our own communities have been enhanced by the contributions of
Iranian Americans.” In 2010, both chambers of the United States Congress passed resolutions which
recognized the cultural and historical significance of Nowruz, expressed appreciation to Iranian
Americans for their contributions to society and wished Iranian Americans and the people of Iran a
prosperous new year. The Nowruz resolutions was part of PAAIA's broader efforts to foster greater
understanding of Iranian culture and heritage as well as to project an accurate and positive image of the
Iranian American community on Capitol Hill.

Like other ethnic groups, Iranian Americans are enthusiastic and willing to celebrate their culture
with non-Iranians. Since 2004, for example, an annual Persian parade has been held in New York City,
along fifteen blocks of Madison Avenue. Iranian Americans of all backgrounds participate, walking or
riding on floats and wearing costumes from their ancestral home. This parade is currently one of the

“ Ansari, “Iranian Immigrants,” 1093.
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largest publicly visible Iranian American ceremonies and plays an important role in bolstering a sense of
cultural pride, particularly among members of the second generation.*

Another important way Iranian Americans express their cultural heritage is through the use of
mass media. In Los Angeles, over the last thirty-five years, a veritable Iranian cultural industry has
developed and matured as the professional artists, singers, musicians, filmmakers, and poets who left Iran
due to restrictions on their artistic products made a new home for themselves in the U.S. Currently, there
are five radio and thirty television stations which broadcast in Persian by satellite to all parts of the world,
including Iran. This cultural programming helps Iranian Americans remain in contact with their culture
and also provides additional cultural programming for many Iranians inside Iran. In areas where they are
present in large numbers, Iranian Americans also publish numerous local and national publications that
contain commercial, cultural, and occasionally, political information,

Iranian music is rich and diverse. In the aftt.iuaw of the Iranian Revolution of 1979, however, the
Iranian government banned music for a period of time, considering it reflective of Western moral decay.
To this day, only certain forms of music are permitted in Iran. As a result, many Iranian singers,
musicians, and performers were forced to leave the country and settle in the United States, where they
have contributed to a rich cultural industry in Iranian music and drama. Over the past few years, with the
increasing use of the internet, a number of Internet-based Iranian radio stations have been launched that
have become a popular venue for listening to both old and recent musical performances. These stations
target both the younger generation of Iranian Americans (e.g., Radio Javan) and the more traditional,
first-generation Iranians (e.g., Radio Darvish). Traditional Persian music has always played an important
role in fostering a sense of ethnic identity among Iranian Americans. Today, there are several centers in
the United States dedicated to its performance.

Hand in hand with music, poetry has also long occupied a very important position in Iranian
culture. In the United States, it has been an important means by which Iranian Americans remain
connected to their heritage. One of the most popular activities at cultural centers through the country is
the Shab-I-Shehr (poetry reading night), where interested individuals gather to read and discuss the poetry
of Iranian poetic masters. Interestingly enough, the works of Iranian poets, such as Hafez and Rumi,
known for the depth of their poetic message, have become well-known to the general United States
population, adding to the pride that the Iranian American community feels towards it ancient heritage.

Finally, food is another important means of cultural preservation in the Iranian American
community. Dishes like chelo kabab, fesenjan, and khoresht ghormeh sabzi, remain staples for many,
particularly for the first generation. Iranian food has also become popular among non-Iranian Americans,
an indicator of ethnic influence on mainstream American culture. Iranian grocery stores have proliferated,
particularly in Los Angeles, and the number of Iranian restaurants and fast-food vendors in the United
States has doubled over the past ten years.

ETHNIC DIVERSITY

Iranian American immigrants are, in large part, a reflection of the ethnic diversity that exits in
Iran. The people of Iran have many religious and ethnic minorities. Because members of some of these
groups fled Iran after the Iranian Revolution of 1979, there is a disproportionately high number of Iranian
cthnic minorities in the United States.’! These include Armenians, who are Orthodox Christians,
Assyrians, who are also Christian, Kurds, who are Sunni, and Turkish-speaking Iranians of Azeri origin.

%0 “Welcome to the Annual Persian Parade,” New York Persian Parade, n.d.
s Sabagh and Bozorgmehr, “Are the Characterisitcs of Exiles Different from Immigrants?”.
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Many of these sub-ethnic groups identify as Iranians but also strongly identify with their sub-ethnicity,
and assimilate more slowly than their Iranian majority counterparts.**

BENCHMARKS OF ASSIMILATION

The second generation of Iranian American has retained a sense of being Iranian in part by
speaking Farsi, in addition to celebrating traditions and customs and passing these to their children. They
have also picked up American customs and values and incorporated them into their day-to-day lives.
Many second generation Iranian Americans are active “soccer moms and dads” during the weekends,
celebrate Thanksgiving and Christmas, and ensure that their children are fully involved in school events
and activities. In the meantime, many insist on serving Persian food at home, celebrating Persian
holidays, and enrolling their children in Persian language classes on the weekends. Their Iranian and

American identities are integrated, and both are cor~ ~~—~ponents of who they are.
13

Iranian American members of the 1.5 generation, those who were adolescents when they
immigrated, were both too young to have lived independently in Iran and, upon arriving in the United
States, too old to feel completely American. Like members of other immigrant groups, they have often
experienced a feeling of “dual marginality,” of not completely belonging to either their country of origin
or their adopted land. For many of these people, there has been a continued struggle as they attempt to
define their identity within the confines of both cultures. Ultimately, however, the fact that many Iranians
have U.S.-born children who feel culturally more Americans, or intermarry, causes most Iranians to
choose to accept a hyphenated (Iranian-American) identity.

Four benchmarks are generally used traditionally to measure assimilation: language proficiency,
intermarriage, spatial concentration, and socio-economic status. Using these criteria, one can determine
with a significant degree of confidence that the Iranian American community has made significant strides
in successfully assimilating to a new culture and way of living.

LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY

As the assimilation process has taken place over the generations, there has been a noticeable
change in what, to many Iranian Americans, constitutes being “Iranian.” To the first generation, the use of
the Persian language was and continues to be central to their identity.” Generally, knowledge of the
mother tongue rapidly declines with each generation among United States immigrant groups: the first
generation principally speaks their native language, the second generation is fluent in both their parents’
native language and English, and the third generation typically speaks only English, while maintaining
knowledge of some isolated words and phrases from their ancestral tongue. Iranian Americans have
followed this pattern. One respondent from the 2005 New Jersey study previously cited said: “For us, the
Persian language, while very important, does not occupy the same place as it does for our parents.”**

Although first-generation Iranian Americans speak mostly Persian at home, due to their high
levels of education prior to immigration, they have also been far more proficient in English than first-
generation immigrants from many other groups. Whereas it is typical for most members of the initial
generation to have limited English proficiency, in the American Community Survey 2009 - 2011, taken
from the United States Census Bureau, 57 percent of foreign-bomn Iranians in the United States stated they

2 Mehdi Bozorgmehr, “Internal Ethnicity: Iranians in Los Angeles,” Sociological Perspectives 40, no. 3 {lanuary 1, 1997): 387-408,
doi:10.2307/13894489.

%3 Ansari, “Iranian Immigrants,” 1087.

5* Ansari, “Iranian Immigrants,” 1087.
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spoke English “very well.””® For being a relatively new group of immigrants from a non-English-
speaking country, this is a remarkably high figure. As noted by Mehdi Bozorgmehr, this unusually high
level of English proficiency is partly due to the fact that many were educated in the United States.
According to the same survey, the naturalization rate of first-generation Iranian Americans was an
exceptional 71 percent, significantly higher than the figure for foreign-born Americans as a whole.

INTERMARRIAGE

An additional measure of how well an immigrant group assimilates into the host society is the
extent to which its members intermarry with and have friends and acquaintances among the general
population. In these respects, Iranian Americans appear to have integrated quite well. According to a
survey commissioned by PAATA in 2008, only 21 percent of Iranian Americans surveyed reported
interacting mostly with other Iranian Americans outside of their workplace, demonstrating that most have
successfully integrated into United States society.>

Intermarriage rate is very high among Iranian Americans. It has been estimated that nearly 50
percent of Iranian Americans who married between 1995 and 2007 married non-Iranian Americans.”’
Research has indicated that Iranian Americans whk~ == Muslim are more open to intermarry than those
who are members of religious or ethnic minorities, ** __ as Jews and Armenians.’® Additionally, women
are less likely to intermarry than men, likely because as a group, they are more likely to adhere to
traditional Iranian values, including marriages that are approved by their families and within Iranian
cultural norms. Some studies have revealed a relatively high level of intermarriage among Iranian men.”

SPATIAL CONCENTRATION

Spatial concentration has also often been an important indicator of an immigrant community’s
assimilation process. The spatial-residential model essentially states that increasing socioeconomic
attainment, longer residence in the United States, and higher generational status (second generation is
“higher” than first, third is higher than second, etc.) leads to decreasing spatial concentration for an ethnic
group. Most newly arrived immigrants, including most Iranian immigrants, are concentrated in a handful
of states and metropolitan areas.

It is interesting to note that, while Iranian Americans have achieved high socioeconomic levels,
they have not yet residentially integrated with the majority population in large numbers. However, the
pattern of settlement of Iranians has not resulted in a geographically segregated ethnic neighborhood,
defined by a dense area in which local ethnic businesses cater mostly to other co-ethnics, and co-ethnics
live close together in residentially segregated areas (such as for example, Chinatown). Although Iranians
have a preference for living in particular states and regions due to pre-existing family and business ties,
their geographic patterns have not resulted in one central community in any particular metropolitan area.
This is because immigrant groups with high levels of income and high socioeconomic status, such as
Iranians, do not rely on co-ethnic ties as much as immigrants with low income.®* The 2005-2007
American Community Survey found that 37 percent of Iranian Americans lived in California, with Los
Angeles being home to the largest community in that state. There are also large concentrations of Iranian
Americans in New York, Texas, Maryland, Virginia, Georgia, Florida, and Washington, D.C. This spatial
concentration may be due to the relatively short time period during which Iranian Americans have existed

** U.S. Census Bureau; (08 April 2014

*#pyblic Opinion Survey of Iranian Americans,” Commissioned by the Public Affairs Alliance of Iranian Americans (PAAIA), and conducted by
Zogby International, 2008.

*7 Ansari, “Iranian Immigrants,” 1091
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* Shideh Hanassab and Romeria Tidwell, “Intramarriage and Intermarriage: Young Iranians in Los Angeles,” International Journal of Intercultural
Relations 22, no. 4 (November 1, 1998): 395-408, doi:10.1016/50147-1767(98)00015-7.

€ alejandro Portes, Immigrant America: A Portrait, 2nd ed (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1996).

© 2014 - PUBLIC AFFAIRS ALLIANCE OF [RANIAN AMERICANS



- Case 1:17-cv-00255-TSC Document 35-2 Filed 03/15/17 Page 99 of 219

IRANIAN AMERICANS

IMMIGRATION AND ASSIMILATION

in large numbers, compared to many other immigrant communities, as well as to economic and
educational opportunities and the presence of local support networks in these states. For example, places
such as Houston, Texas, which have a relatively low per capita cost of living and more non-technical jobs,
are now home to an increasing number of Iranian Americans, especially those for whom economic
concerns are of paramount importance.

SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS

The fourth benchmark that is traditionally used to measure assimilation is socioeconomic status,
defined by educational attainment, occupation, and income. By measuring socioeconomic status,
researchers can determine if immigrants eventually catch up to native-born citizens in terms of their
professional and employment characteristics and, in turn, the extent to which they contribute to the
decline of ethnic boundaries. Moreover, entry into the occupational and economic mainstream also leads
to increased social assimilation, as there is increased contact on equal terms across ethnic lines in both the
workplace and neighborhood.

Measured by socioeconomic criteria, the Iranian American community began their immigrant
journey with exceptional educational attainment, and currently has integrated very well with the majority
population. An overview of socioeconomic characteristics of the Iranian American community based on
the 2000 United States census, completed by the Iranian Studies Group at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT) in 2005, suggests that the educational level of Iranian Americans is well above the
national average.®’ The second generation of Irani ;. 1ericans is still in the process of completing their
education, and it is thus too early to assess their attainment, but the overall trajectory of educational
attainment is extremely positive, especially among women and girls.®? Iranian Americans have an overall
extremely high level of educational attainment, above the aggregate level for all native-bom and all
foreign-born persons in the United States.

In the United States Census Bureau’s 2011 American Community Survey (ACS) 1-Year
Estimates, fifty-eight percent of Iranian Americans age 25 or over were said to have received at least a
B.A.® In comparison, the percentage of Americans as a whole (also 25 or over) receiving a B.A. or a
higher degree only surpassed thirty percent for the first time in the 2011 census. With more than 27
percent of Iranian Americans over the age of 25 having a graduate degree or above, Iranian Americans are
among the most highly-educated ethnic groups in the United States.

Iranian Americans’ economic achievements are equally impressive. The MIT study analyzed data
from the 2000 census and concluded that the per capita average income for Iranian Americans was 50
percent higher than that of the nation as a whole, while average family income was 38 percent higher.
According to Ronald H. Bayer's Multicultural America: An Encyclopedia of the Newest Americans, about
50 percent of all working Iranian Americans are in professional and managerial occupations, far
surpassing any other group in the United States today.®*

In the 2013 National Public Opinion Survey of Iranian Americans commissioned by PAAIA, a
majority—>54 percent—stated that their annual income was $60,000 or more, a figure similar to previous
surveys.” According to Census Bureau data for 2011, the last year currently available, only 42 percent of

t MIT, Iranian ican Com i rvey Results, 2005". Web.mit.edu. Retrieved November
28, 2011.
52 Mehdi Bozorgmehr and Daniel Douglas, “Success(ion): Second-Generation Iranian Americans.,” Iranian Studies
44, no. 1 (January 2011): 3-24.
& United States Census Bureau; American Community Survey, 2011 American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates, Table S0201; generated by
Morad Ghorban; using American FactFinder ; (24 April 2013).
il Ansari, “Iranian Immigrants,” 1081.
& #2013 National Public Opinion Survey of Iranian Americans.” Commissioned by the Public Affairs Alliance of Iranian Americans (PAAIA), and
conducted by George Mason University Center for Sacial Science Research. Citation on page 23.
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Americans as a whole earned at the same rate.®® The 20092011 American Community Survey listed the
median household income of Iranian Americans at $61,463, far above the median income for all foreign-
born persons in the United States, $47,275, and above the household income for native-born persons,
$52,065. In addition, the per-capita income of Iranian Americans in the 2009-2011 American
Community Survey is 1.7 times greater than the native-born population.®’ Thirty-two percent of Iranian
Americans in the 2013 survey reported a household income of $100,000 or more, whereas the 2011
Census Bureau figures showed only 21 percent of Americans as a whole earning that much.®®

WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD?

As stated in the beginning of this report, there are many impediments to conducting a thorough
analysis of the assimilation process of Iranian Americans within the larger American society. In addition
to lack of self-identification among many Iranian Americans on demographic surveys, the Iranian
American community is also one of the newer immigrant communities in the United States. It is widely
accepted that the immigrant generation changes as it accommodates itself to life in a new society, but that
these changes are usually quite limited for individuals who have come to the United States as adults.
Thus, it is only with the passage of at least three generations that it is possible to assess the assimilation
process of the Iranian American community. Because many of second-generation Iranian Americans are
still young, studies on Iranian American assimilation are, therefore, currently limited in their scope.

Given these constraints, this report aims to assess assimilation among Iranian Americans as fairly
as possible. What was found is that while Iranian ¢ icans have a high level of English proficiency, a
high intermarriage rate, and, as a group, a relatively high socioeconomic status, they are still spatially
concentrated in a handful of areas. The report does not aim to make any claims about which of these four
benchmarks, traditionally used to measure assimilation, is most important, but to use the benchmarks to
describe the evolution of the Iranian American community in these areas. However, though the first three
measures point to a steady movement towards assimilation, the latter is a sign that an immigrant
community is in the early stages of the assimilation process.

As the first generation slowly gives way to the second generation of Iranian Americans, the
assimilation process will further evolve. Many first-generation Iranian American immigrants feel a deep
responsibility to ensure that their culture and heritage is celebrated by future generations. It is of
particular importance to this generation, many of whose members grew up in Iran and still consider it to
be “home,” to ensure that the Iranian culture remains alive and is celebrated fully in the years and decades
to come. As a result, many first-generation Iranian Americans have been significant contributors to the
founding of a number of local and national organizations that maintain, enrich, and celebrate Iranian
culture and presence.

This passion to preserve their culture has paid off. During the last 15 years, the community has
undergone a process of “reverse assimilation,” in which younger Iranian Americans have re-embraced
their heritage and developed stronger bonds with Iranian American communities throughout the United
States. This process has taken many forms, from visiting Iran, taking Persian language classes in college,
writing memoirs of their experiences (such as Firoozeh Dumas’s Funny in Farsi: A Memoir of Growing
Up Iranian in America, among many others), the establishment of Persian music bands, and the creation
of websites about Iran and its culture. Reverse assimilation has also included the creation of national
organizations aimed at providing a variety of cultural, civic, educational and humanitarian programs for
the community (such as PAAIA, Pars Equality Foundation and Iranian Alliances Across Borders),

€ Table H-9 Race of Head of Household by Median and Mean Income, US Census Bureau, retrieved 2013-05-29.
& American Community Survey Factfinder
* 1BID
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professional associations (such as the Iranian American Bar Association and the Iranian American
Medical Association, to count only two) summer camps, conferences by different Iranian organizations
(such as PAAIA, IAAB, and the National Iranian American Council), and participation in Persian parades
and celebrations.

The first generation of Iranian Americans is not the only group focused on the evolution of the
Iranian American community; the second generation is also keenly interested. Today, many of the
community’s members are actively involved in civic activities, political campaigns, days of service, and
similar programs. The coming of age of the second generation of Iranians in the post-9/11 era has also
given them a renewed sense of ethnic solidarity and pride in asserting their civil rights as Iranian
Americans and increasing their political and civic engagement in the American democratic process.”

According to PAAIA’s 2013 National Public Opinion Survey of Iranian Americans, 19 percent
stated that they have volunteered for a political candidate or campaign, while 29 percent have written a
letter or called on a public official and 30 percent have donated to a political candidate or campaign.” In
November 2012, Cyrus Habib of Washington shi 17 | a political glass ceiling by becoming the first
Iranian American elected to a state legislature.”' His campaign received support from Iranian Americans
throughout the country. Many others are bound to follow in his footsteps, adding to the amazing story of
Iranian American assimilation.

There is much that the Iranian American community has to accomplish over the next few
decades. As a well-educated and highly accomplished immigrant community, Iranian Americans have
much to contribute to the economic, social, and cultural fabric of America. As they do so, they will
certainly continue to ensure that their rich heritage, values for peace and progress, and their desire to be
productive members of their new country are pursued. This renewed vigor also provides hope for closer
transnational ties between the people of Iran and those in the U.S. and a more open and positive
relationship between the two countries. The United States, Iran, and the world will be much more
successful as a result.

% Bakalian and Bozorgmehr, Backlash 9/11.

792013 National Public Opinion Survey,” 11.

& "Candldate Makes History, Becoming First Iraman Amerlcan Elected to a State Leglslature " PAAIA website. Available at
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